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On “Pure Faith” (JF/#{E) and “Full Faith and
Becoming Buddha” ({E7uif) of Bodhisattva’s

Way of Hua-yan

HU, Jian-ming(Fa-yin)

Komazawa University, Tokyo, Japan
Abstract

All the religions of the world advocate importance of the Faith and emphasize the
absolute meaning of the Faith in theory and practice of the religions. Buddhism is no

exception.

There are four words of the Faith in Buddhism in Sanskrit: $raddha, prasada,
adhimukti and bhakti. The word “$raddha” has been used generally since Vedic
philosophy in India and is relative to the word “suspicion”. The word “prasada”
contains some meanings of clear, purification, joy, satisfaction and is translated into the
Jing-xin (}%{Z ), Cheng-jing (/&% ), Huan-xi (#(& ), Xin-xin ({Z,(» ) inthe Chinese
translations of Buddhist scriptures. The Jing-xin (;${Z ) and Cheng-jing (&)%) are
close to the religious characteristics of Buddhism such as “Silent” and “sedate” and are
different from the general religious fanatic. The word “Adhimukti” means the Relief and
Observation of the Heart and is translated into the Xin-jie ({Zf# ) , Sheng-jie (f5f#) ,
Xin-le ({£%%) and so on in the Chinese translations of Buddhist scriptures. The word
“Bhakti” means the Worship and Attend meaning and generally translated into the Xin-ai

({E% ), Xin-jing ({4} ), Cheng-xin (F#{Z ) and so on. The word contains the fanatic
and devoted connotation of the Faith to God or religion. Although the word has appeared

in the Buddhist literature, it isn’t too much or promoted.

Therefore, the words “prasada” and “adhimukti” represent the Faith combined
withthe wisdom and clean in Buddhism and possessthe intellectual and rationalreligion
connotation. So this is the common basic content and basic idea of practice both in the

Hinayana and Mahayana.
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There are three famous parts related to the explain of Faith in the Buddhavatamsaka
-mahavaipulya-sitra ( ZEEEEE) -

2T A R 0 G B AEERe (A2 FD) ¥
9 > 433a)

3RS REE GO RRE IR Bk (A LK) F
9# »788a—b)

The premise and basis of the achievement of wisdom and the completion of
Buddhism is the “Pure Faith”, whichis also the secret of “full Faith and becoming
a Buddha” ( (S > (FERLK) (BEZFEL)) in the way of Mahayana
Bodhisattva.

This speech will try to explain the theoretic and practical significant of the “Pure
Faith” in Mahayana Buddhism specifically Bodhisattva’s way of Hua-yan sect and
expound the complementary relationship between Faith and Practice in the Hua-yan sect
and Zen sect by Buddhavatamsaka -mahavaipulya-siitra ( Z£ g5 4% ) , especially the
chapters of Xian-shou Bodhisattva ( & E30E ) and going to the Dharma-dhatu (A
7EFLUEL ) . Another literature are some works of Mahayana Buddhism such as the Lotus
Sutra (7EHELL) ,Great Treatise on the Perfection of Wisdom (KZEEEy) , Mahayana
sraddhotpada sastra ( K3E#E(SER ) and some writings of famous monks in the Hua-

yan sect and Zen sect.

As everyone knows, Faith is a prerequisite for the achieving Bodhisattva’s way of
Hua-yen, is the pure faith root ( ;5 #{ZfE ) under absolute consciousness, is the most
important theoretical basis for all beings becoming Buddha, is the real significance “when
you vow from heart, you become Buddha” ( #J)2% [ \HF{ERK ) | is the important way

of having conscious decision and finishing the Bodhisattva’s way of Hua-yen.

Keywords: Buddhavatamsaka -mahavaipulya-siitra, the Chapter of Xian-shou Bodhisattva,
Bodhisattva’s Way of Hua-yen, Pure Faith, Full Faith and Becoming Buddha
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